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Recent Issues and Activities

The Core Workgroup met in October and
December. This broad-based stakeholder group
has reviewed and discussed public comments
and suggestions for amending chapters 1
through 8 of the FDA Food Code. The Core
Workgroup has decided in most instances to
maintain the provisions of the FDA Food Code.
Four special issue subcommittees have met to
consider comments about particularly
controversial issues in chapter 3 of the Food
Code. Subcommittee recommendations will be
considered by the Core Workgroup at meetings
in January and February.

Local and state public health staff have continued
meeting with industry representatives to develop
a plan to increase consistency in the
interpretation and application of the state food
code. A draft process will be shared with all
stakeholders within the next few months.

Next Steps

A fifth special subcommittee had its first meeting
in December to begin discussion on comments
regarding issues not addressed in the FDA Food
Code. This subcommittee will consider
recommendations to add provisions to the
proposed Food Code that are in our current state
rules regarding such things as temporary
establishments, farmers’ markets, mobile food
establishments, and foods exempted from
permitting requirements.

The Core Workgroup will continue to meet
monthly. Stakeholders interested in providing
comments or in getting on the mailing list should
contact Ned Therien at (360) 236-3071 or
ped.therien@doh.wa.gov |

For detailed information about the food rule revision process and related
timelines, please see the Department of Health web page at:

http://www.doh.wa.gov/ehp/sf/[FoodRuleMain.htm|

or call Jennifer Tebaldi, Office Director, at (360) 236-3325
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